
REACH
Empowering Girls Through Education

by The Visram Foundation

REACH
Empowering Girls Through Education

by The Visram Foundation

EMPOWERING GIRLS THROUGH EDUCATION
NEWSLETTER DECEMBER 2020

To all our Donors, Sponsors and Well-wishers.

We welcome all of you to the new academic 
year. It has been a very different kind of a year, 
one that we had not anticipated.

With the commencement of the lockdown due 
to the pandemic in mid-March 2020, things 
started to drastically change. We were able 
to successfully send our students from Pune 
International School and Vidyankur Jr College 
to their respective home towns, as those two 
schools gave us permission to do so well in 
advance. However, we faced great difficulty with 
Nirmala Convent School as the school granted 
permission at the very last minute. All the states 
had started shutting down their borders, which 
made it very difficult for us to transport our 
children back to their homes. This resulted in 
a few students and staff being stranded at the 
Institute until mid-May 2020 due to the sudden 
lockdown.

After all the difficult times there was a proud and 
happy moment for us when our grade X and XII 
students passed their board exams with flying 
colours. Suzan Solanki of grade XII, Commerce 
stream scored 92% and stood first in her college. 
Muskan Kanani of grade XII, Science stream 
scored 83% and stood first in her college.  
Heena Roy of grade XII, Science stream scored 
82% and stood second in her college.

This year we transferred 41 students from Pune 
International School to APMS (Anjuman Peer 
Mohammed School) as it has better education, 
teaching staff and infrastructure.

All the schools started with their online classes 
from mid-June. Students are using smart 
phones, iPads and computers to attend the 
online classes. Both children and parents initially 
encountered struggles with online classes as the 
teaching methods followed over decades had 
suddenly become obsolete. The parents’ home 
is now a secular school, a religious school and 
a support centre for their children.   The role of 
the parent in this pandemic has become very 
important.

With the school going online we are working 
closely and communicating directly with the 
students, parents and teachers. We keep track of 
the student’s attendance and progress by talking 
to the schools and parents on a regular basis. 

We are all looking forward to the time when 
our girls will be back to the Institute, however 
in the interim we will do all that is necessary to 
make sure our girls education and support is 
continuing in the best way possible given the 

difficult circumstances.

Mrunalini Nelge

Administrator - REACH

Season’s greetings!



 
December 25th, 2019 
Christmas Party: Students celebrated 

Christmas with grandeur. A play was enacted 

explaining the importance of the festival which 

was followed by the rendition of a Christmas 

song. 

Upon watching their own friends in the 

play, our younger children could relate to 

it and understand it better. The beautiful 

party became energised when Santa visited 

the students and had fun with them. These 

activities taught our younger children the joy 

of celebrating all the festivals with loved ones.                                                    

Graduation Day for the 
Religious Education Centre 
February 23rd, 2020
REC teachers had arranged for a graduation 

ceremony for the graduating students. 
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Christmas Celebration



Farewell Party 
for the 12th grade  
graduating class, 
February 16th, 2020
All the students and  

staff of REACH bid 

farewell to their senior 

students during a going 

away party. 
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Our REACH Trustee Hanif Somji

The programme was then followed with a snacks 

and soft drinks for all the guests, tuition teachers, 

well-wishers and students.

Dassera Celebration, 
oCtober 25th, 2020

This year Dassera celebration was low 

key due to the absence of children at the 

campus. Our bus and van were decorated 

with marigold flowers by our house keeping 

staff. A simple puja was performed by them.

Update from  
June 2020 onwards
Anjuman Peer Mohammed School and 

Nirmala Convent started their online classes 

from June 15th for grade 5 to 10 and 

homework assignments through WhatsApp 

messages for preschool to grade 4 as per 

government directorate.

Nirmala Convent School has started with 

online classes for students in grade 4 as 

of October 12, 2020. Currently Nirmala 

Convent’s twenty one students are 

attending online classes and three students 

are on WhatsApp homework assignments. 

The school recently conducted their first 

unit test online for students from grades 

5-10.

At Anjuman Peer Mohammed School 

we have twenty nine students attending 

online classes and twelve students are on 

WhatsApp homework assignments. The 

school conducted their first unit test online 

for grade 5 to 10. The first term exam is 

scheduled to be conducted online sometime 

during November 2020.

Our two preschool students studying at 

Happy Hours Pre-school are receiving 

homework assignments via WhatsApp 

messages.

Fr. Agnel Vidyankur Jr College started online 

classes for grade 12 from the first week of 

June. Six of our students studying in grade 

12 are attending online lectures. They have 

also given their first online unit test.

A farewell party was organised at the Institute 

premises where all the seniors, the rest of the 

students, staff and invited guests had a lot of fun 

together. The seniors received a warm welcome 

by the juniors as they entered wearing elegant 

attire. The programme began with the juniors 

performances. They enthusiastically performed 

farewell songs dressed in their traditional costumes. 
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Your generous gift will keep our children’s faith alive.
Dreams will become realities!

Your contribution is tax deductible and a receipt will be provided when your donations are made 

either in Canada or the United States (in US dollars)

You can also make a donation online at www.visramfoundation.com 

Please make your cheque payable to:

M & SFV Memorial Foundation, Canada  

(BN 86721 1187 RR0001)

and/or

M & SFV Memorial Foundation, USA  

(EIN 04-3279667)

Mail to:

M & SFV Memorial Foundation 

 105 King Street East

Kitchener, ON, Canada N2G 2K8

OR

On-line donations at  

www.visramfoundation.com

Thank you for your continued support

Name:    

Address:     

Prov/State: 

Postal/Zip Code:  

Country:     

Email:       
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Operations at the campus during 
lockdown 
During the lockdown although the dormitories are 

locked and all the residential staff have gone home, 

our dedicated housekeeping staff ensure that the 

campus is neat and clean all the time.

The administrative staff work on weekdays in order to 

run the back end operations smoothly.  The office staff 

communicates with the students and parents every 

fifteen days to check if the students are attending 

their online classes regularly.  The office staff also 

communicates with all the schools consistently to 

check on the children’s progress.

Closure of our dormitories, student bedrooms, kitchen and 

general common areas


